
My personal feelings about the outcomes of recent climate summits, and that 

handling of climate change itself, is that the Earth’s wellbeing is not the first priority to 

most people in power; and that economic development is more significant than the 

future of the Earth. I feel as if an increasingly dangerous, global issue is being used 

as a means for world leaders to generate income.  

    In 2021, at COP26 in Glasgow, the world's largest CO2 admitters, China and 

the US, agreed to cooperate over the next decade in areas such as methane 

emissions and shifting to clean energy. This can be seen as a positive conclusion of 

the COP26 meeting, as China had previously been reluctant to tackle domestic coal 

emissions – so this was seen as recognising the need for action. For the first time at 

a COP conference, there was an explicit plan to reduce the use of coal, which is 

responsible for 60% of the worlds annual carbon emissions. However, most 

countries only agreed to a smaller commitment; they agreed to ‘phase down’ the use 

of coal, rather than to ‘phase out’, after a late intervention from China and India. 

China in particular, being an emerging country, has a deep need for economic 

growth in order to become a developed country. This need for economic growth can 

be seen as a problem, as most of China’s external income is from the use and 

mining of coal. As of May 2022, the coal mining industry generated approximately 

$599.6bn. Therefore, economic growth can be identified as a valid reason for the use 

of coal – and the increasing danger of climate change. On the other hand, other 

agreements were made at the COP26 meeting, such as the Glasgow Climate pact, 

which was ultimately a commitment to take action on Climate change. The aspired 

outcome was to prevent global temperatures from rising more than 1.5 degrees.  

       The causes of global warming, such as carbon emissions, lead to devastating 

impacts that scar countries with tragedy. These impacts could include the wildfire in 

Ashill in Norfolk which rendered countless families homeless, and many injured; 

Ashill was set ablaze due to the lack of precipitation and intense heat. Another 

example of one of these impacts occurred recently in Pakistan. As of this year, 

Pakistan is now 1/3 flooded due to the extreme heat melting the glaciers atop 

mountains, which subsequently add to the already high-water level. I believe that 

these impacts of climate change will only worsen if those in power continue to delay 

and underestimate the issue at hand, and if they continue to focus solely on the 

economic growth of their countries. These rising outbreaks of natural disasters 

inevitably result in devastation, death and destruction. For example, the deaths of 

2,500 people in Uganda due to drought and famine. The extreme heatwaves and 

lack of precipitation prohibit the healthy growth of crops, and so, result in the deaths 

of many people.   

          However, these tragic effects can be rectified with mitigation, and most 

probably, adaptation. Mitigation is the avoiding and reduction of greenhouse gases; 

and appears to be the most expensive and modernising approach to solving the 

issue at hand. Mitigation, in this circumstance, can be adhered to by shifting from 

petrol and diesel cars to electrical ones. By 2030, the manufacturing of petrol and 

diesel cars will be banned, therefore making electrical cars the only option. Cars are 

responsible for over 30% of the world’s annual carbon emissions, which like coal, are 



extremely dangerous for the atmosphere. Adaptation, on the other hand, is the 

adjustment to different climate. This is the solution I believe the world must achieve 

as it is practical, and less expensive. In the future, places like Pakistan that are 

suffering terribly from floods, should build their houses on stilts. The aim of using 

stilts beneath houses is to protect people from losing their homes at the fault of a 

flood, even worse, their lives. Adaptation could also assist places in situations like 

Uganda; plagued by drought and famine. In places with deficient or excessive 

amounts of precipitation, dams and water troughs could be put in place in order to 

prevent drought. Famine could be prevented by plants being grown to adapt to 

certain climate conditions, in order for people to eat.   

          To conclude, I personally believe that the outcomes of recent climate summits 

and the handling of climate change itself, have not been wholeheartedly focused on 

the issue, and that world leaders aren't doing enough to counter the problem. I feel 

as if an incredibly dangerous, global issue is being used as a means for countries to 

generate income – regardless of the consequences. In my opinion, the future should 

be both mitigated and adapted to climate change, and be much safer for 

underdeveloped countries like Uganda and Pakistan.  

 

 


